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Level 3 Japanese 2025
91553 Demonstrate understanding of a variety 

 of extended spoken Japanese texts

Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of a variety 
of extended spoken Japanese texts.

Demonstrate clear understanding of a 
variety of extended spoken Japanese 
texts.

Demonstrate thorough understanding of 
a variety of extended spoken Japanese 
texts.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet. 

Each of the questions in this assessment requires you to listen to a passage in Japanese. You will hear 
each passage three times:

• The first time, you will hear it as a whole.
• The second and third times, you will hear it in sections, with a pause after each.
• As you listen, you may make notes in the space provided.
• Before the passage begins, you will have 30 seconds to read the question.
• Once the passage has finished, you will have time to review your answers.

Answer in your choice of English, te reo Māori, and / or Japanese. If you need more room for any answer,  
use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Excellence 

Subject: Japanese 

Standard: 91553 

Total score: 24 

Q 
Grade 
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Marker commentary 

One E8 

This response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the events 
described, making clear connections between what occurred, the impact on 
the speaker, and the underlying reasons. It shows an appreciation of nuance 
by commenting on the tone of the speaker, particularly with reference to the 
speaker questioning the motives behind the writing of the false article. It is a 
comprehensive interpretation of the text's context, content, and tone and 
draws implications from an external perspective. 

Two E8 

This response clearly and thoroughly uses information from the whole text 
linking a range of Sachiko’s experiences to the influence they had on her, 
taking a hint from the title to develop the connection between language 
learning, culture, identity, and indigenous people. It analyses the text from an 
outsider’s point of view and demonstrates depth of understanding. 

Three E8 

From the very clear explanation about what confused Sachiko to the detailed 
analysis of the different thoughts about robots, this response shows 
comprehensive understanding and clarity of thought. It sets out a premise 
and then justifies it by providing evidence from the text. Implied meanings, 
for example, Masa not being keen on robots replacing jobs, are based solely 
on the text. 
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