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Kuaka (bar-tailed godwijt) are a native
bird found in the mudflats of Tahuna
Torea from Septergber to March.
They're recognised Zr their biannual
migration across the Pacific Ocean
from New Zealand tp Alaska. This flight
takes 8-9 days, migratory flocks flying
nonstop - either to reach breeding
grounds or to seek more abundant
regions (during seasonal change).
They're typically found'browsing around
the site’s wetlands and shellfish banks
- foraging for crustébe,a\ns and
invertebrates in wet pasture.

In Maori folklore, godwits were-
referenced as bird of mystery, as well as
believed to accompany the spirits of
the departed.

Bar-tailed godwit

However, a declining population of
godwits in the area has been reported
) due to a lack of roosting habitat. The
growth of vegetation has resulted in
birds abandoning these roosts, being
too overgrown and eroded to use.
As to fully consider the site it is crucial
to acknowledge the environment
impacts of any build.
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TAHUNA TOREA

Tahuna Torea is an Auckland nature reserve situated in the suburb of
Glendowie. The location is both culturally and environmentally rich,
home to native wildlife and a prominent history of Maori settlement.
Its diverse environmental conditions provide unique constraints to
any architectural development on the site. It is important to consider
these locational landmarks when establishing the structure of a build.

Tahuna Torea is home to a variety of species - its wetland, coastal,
and bush tracks supporting an abundance ofnative wildlife.

The site was originally used as a food-gathering space, local iwi gath-

ering and harvesting food such as shellfish, kumara, flax, and sea-

food. The bay was also used as an important trade and travel route.

This rich history is still a significant part of Tahuna Torea, decorating
the trails through carved patterns across pathways.

Nowadays the space is recognised as a nature reserve, dedicated
trails and walkways laid across the site for users to visit the location.
There’s a variety of people who regularly use the site:

o Walkers/Runners - many walk across the pathways and quiet for-
estry of Tahuna Torea as to experience a calm and fulfilling trail
experience

e Birdwatchers - there's a number of friendly fauna and flora native
to the site, and many come to view and photograph these ani-
mals.

e Families and children - many families visit the site due to its
friendly and accessible trails and natural context.

» Elderly visitors - Tahuna Torea is near an elderly village and many
visit the reserve as to exercise and trek amongst its rich vegeta-
tion.




SITE SPECIFICATIONS

Accessibility

The space should be accessible to all users. Due to Tahuna Torea's variety of
users, this space should be specifically designed to where anyone can use the
site. It should offer universal design and provide structural support for everyone.
Children and elderly people are frequent users of the site, so the space should
be designed as to offer these users aid and support for their own safety while
traversing the reserve.

Community

The space should be able to perform as a welcoming space to any users and be
able to weave communities together through design. It should be able to provide
enough space for all visitors /users and give people the opportunity to interact.

Integrated with Site

The design should soundly integrate into the environment/site of Tahuna Torea,
that be it through material use, shape, or context. It should be able to firmly
stand on original foundations without disturbing the pre-existing paths/design
of the reserve.

Sustainability

Tahuna Torea is a nature reserve and any design based on the site should heav-
ily consider sustainability and work to make the space environmentally friendly.
Designs should also consider the wildlife and ecosystems of Tahuna Torea. Both
plant life and animal life should be considered. Any energy/power developed on
the site should also be sustainably sourced. Designs should minimally impact
the surrounding environment.

Shelter

Shelter is a primary aspect the design should consider. This is due to the open-
ness of the site and its vulnerability to weather conditions. Rain, wind, and light
should all be considered while designing, being sure to stabilise the impact of
these conditions throughout the day.

Durability

The design should firmly stay on the site and provide support for a significant
duration without major damage. This should be carried out through using spe-
cific materials and construction which aids in providing stability.

Tahuna Torea has a number of environmental conditions which need to be con-
sidered (wind, rain, tide) - if not effectively established, the design may impact
the surrounding environment and injure users (if components splinter/fall off).
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SITE 1

The first site considered is the lookout which overlooks the estuary.
Accessing the site requires crossing a small walkway which splinters
off from the primary trail.

It roughly has a length of 4 meters and a width of 3 meters. Thick shrub-
bery covers the surroundings of the area.
There’s a small bench which sits diagonally on the site.

It's used by any visitors of the area who either want a space to rest or view
the coastline. Light comes from the east as the sun rises - during the af-
ternoon it is mostly blocked off by vegetation.

OPPORTUNITES

« The site allows for extension towards the estuary and beach

« Offers a great open view

CHALLENCES

« There are certain weather conditions to consider - wind blows
continuously from the beach onto the site

¢ The estuary is an important ecological space, any construction
on the area may impact animal species which use the site to
feed or nest




SITE 2

Tahuna Torea offers a self-guided walk through the tracks and
pathways that extend throughout the reserve. Part of walk cross-
es over a wooden boardwalk.

The second site considered is based on this wooden walkway which
stretches across a section of the vegetation.

The space is primarily used by walkers and runners, as well as any vis-

itors who visit the site due to its centrality in location. Its construction

was to allow trail walkers to cross this large patch of vegetation with-

out getting messy or trampling the smaller flora that grow in the area.

The path is around 39.2 meters in length, with a width of around 0.8

meters. This offers a basic level of structural support for any builds

constructed on the site. The path arcs slightly, bending around to

reach the other side of the trail path. This factor should be considered

as to construct a more dynamic and stable build that builds on/for the
site.

The site itself extends another 10 meters in width, giving space to ex-

tend the width of path/structure. There are a couple of small trees and

bushes near the pathway which need to be considered if any further

construction in width is offered. The site is flat, offering opportunities
to freely extend without having to identify changes in height.

The site is exposed to sunlight throughout the day from the north and
the south, the east and west sides of the area being blocked by sur-
rounding vegetation.

On the south side it borders the beach and ocean, while the north is it
blocked by small vegetation. Due to this, sea breezes blow across the
area from the ocean in the afternoon, whereas a land breeze blows at

night - airflow towards the body of water from the land.

FROM WEST

CONSIDERATIONS

Site size, short width restricts movement and may make it
difficult for people to move along

Lack of stability - the walkway doesn’t have any handrails
nor banisters, meaning it may pose a certain risk to both
the vegetation underneath, as well as any users - especial-
ly for anyone who is less physically able(elderly, children,
disabled)

Shelter, pathway is open to elements (especially rain) and
may make it difficult to use in certain conditions - possibly

slippery

Location, it is under wetland/vegetation, so constructing
support may be challenging




dunvg downwlrds worten
3 + Sheler

rmfgreh(ei pf hWow w! folds ™

possipility For
Mterior

S repilithon smiliae
1 begkay wings

Y wmies (low oF movement




Wil b chkpp

= papar sculgiure
Y ideabie v

exp ‘orinj
Snelver




s den-shuped
‘S QHELTER

> wplonng rounded cyrve




ExpeDRING WING PAUTERN
B provige bith cvelier and
g flow ofF woveymenk s

: |

STRENETHS ¢
+ Im’ng Shape

+ ghg Her

+ye el (ol wo0d
adbh g

WHAT COULD Be IWPRSNED ;

= sl Suppart
Y voof

- adierial uscqse

- aecRss bility

7 oyen spa(e /e

Site
= dﬂ;(u.‘f’ ‘o
MVB'QFE
~ lack of curve
> a ko FF Site







~ « 70 B& IMPROVED

o
a

- wetal way pt
foo refleikive ond
impa(k danimuls










SEATING
rourd talies with
featiug

i for MLk e
owrd
Found 00
ovigiead fite

2 omamvn'ty

Stdting Ly Lpate for

acssible muny people
frovi both directons
d0esa 't plShuer path




. vsing & elimmer, deaner
" degign -5 Firg muild  besie
. "aﬂe'ue&ses space
faken vp

D eagy 0uess i
Cides

Sl Y Makes ve
TRASHCAN cheaming v

for uny visilors
wqo Mgy have
fragh vo digpose
Ly sustainability,
prevents \Mu
trom gy
teserve's
o0sgstem dnd
hovming auy
awimalg |
















FINA b




_—5] = waler Ruarain

&] = trogh bin

= benches/seahng




LA FPT
\!l‘.e‘ A b
.o

r 'I"TL; ‘4‘
e . WA

¢
.-

-

P TR




el

' i T LT DR S ' hrim gt ¢ e, T | LT
N 117))))




Excellence
Subject: Design and Visual Communication
Standard: 91627

Total score: E7

Marker commentary

The folio utilises the starting point of a godwit in multiple ways to interrogate forms with a range of 3D
sketches that lead to a range of potential spatial design ideas before settling into a shade structure
design. This is then further reinterpreted and extended, utilising the wing action of the bird in exploring
further ideas on the roof form, as well as implementing some functional details and site consideration
that continues to demonstrate a clear train of thought into a clearly articulated outcome.
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