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Subject:  Visual Arts 

Standard:  91914 

Marker commentary 

This portfolio was placed in the lower range of Merit. It demonstrates development in the 
use of intaglio and mono printing processes on pages 4 and 5. Techniques and processes 
informed by established practice are explored and then begin to be applied in the 
candidate’s own compositions. 
A common thread of subject matter provides opportunities for connection between the 
various sequences in the portfolio. Evidence of thinking is apparent in the development of a 
range of compositional ideas, particularly in the painted studies on pages 6 and 8. 
An appropriate amount of space is used to set the art-making intention initially, providing 
brainstorms and visual research, alongside some initial recording and visual thinking, 
condensed on page 1. 
For a more secure Merit, the portfolio would need more evidence of: 

• development of the use of paint media and techniques to demonstrate advancement 
in both technical and compositional aspects 

• forming stronger connections between ideas, such as drawing on the conventions of 
Penny Howard or David Salle (examined on pages 2 and 3), and applying these 
approaches in later studies on pages 6 and 8 

• extending the exploration of printmaking, where technical development is evident, to 
investigate additional compositional ideas; this may have led to a more secure 
demonstration of applying visual arts processes. 
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Merit 
 
 

Subject:  Visual Arts 

Standard:  91914 

Marker commentary 

This submission was placed comfortably in the Merit grade range. Clear connections are 
made between sequences in several ways, including the use of a consistent colour palette, 
and the incorporation of the candidate’s own hand-painted imagery within design work on 
the final pages. 
The use of compositional studies to develop ideas is extensive, although somewhat 
repetitive. Pages 4 and 5, in particular, demonstrate advancement of the art-making 
intention as a wide range of iconographic logos are developed and then the addition of text 
is explored in a further sequence of work. 
The final two pages present a range of design options for further development into 
resolved works, with some indication in the annotations of how this development might 
occur. 
To be awarded Excellence, the portfolio would need more evidence of:   

• reflecting on poster works to refine them toward competent use, particularly in terms 
of type hierarchy and layout; moving beyond simple rearrangement of existing 
elements to investigate new approaches, such as adjusting the colour palette or 
imagery style; options for this existed within the candidate’s established practice 
research and mood board. 

• revisiting forms and motifs used in the logo process by incorporating them into later 
work, going beyond simply applying the logo to the poster; this approach would have 
provided avenues for extension of ideas and strengthening of visual connections 
across the portfolio. 

 
  




