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Level 1 Religious Studies 2025
91918 Demonstrate understanding of a characteristic 

of religious or spiritual traditions

Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of a 
characteristic of religious or spiritual 
traditions.

Explain a characteristic of religious or 
spiritual traditions.

Examine a characteristic of religious or 
spiritual traditions.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–8 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Subject:  Religious Studies 

Standard:  91918 

Total score: 06 
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Marker commentary 

Two M6 

The candidate has gained Merit by explaining how the characteristic of 
material expression is applied within both Islam and Catholicism, clearly 
showing how specific objects are used in religious practice. They gave 
relevant examples such as hijabs, prayer mats, and the Qur’an in Islam, and 
rosary beads, crosses, and statues in Catholicism, and explained how these 
objects support worship by helping believers to focus on prayer, show respect 
to the divine, or strengthen their relationship with God or Allah. 

The response consistently linked each object to its practical use within the 
tradition, demonstrating a clear understanding of how the characteristic 
operates in real religious life. To reach Excellence, the candidate would have 
needed to go further by examining deeper connections and by drawing more 
integrated insights across both traditions. 
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