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Level 1 English 2025
91925 Demonstrate understanding of specific  

aspects of studied text

Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of specific 
aspects of studied text.

Demonstrate convincing understanding 
of specific aspects of studied text.

Demonstrate perceptive understanding 
of specific aspects of studied text.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the questions in this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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Excellence 

Subject:  English 

Standard:  91925 

Total score: 07 

Grade 
score Marker commentary 

E7 

This response on The Seahorse and the Reef reaches Excellence as it shows a perceptive 
understanding of the text and its wider significance (fragility of life and kaitiakitanga). 
Knowledge of the text is clear (use of dialogue; “First our lands and now our  
waters … ”) references to characters (e.g. the father’s reaction to the pollution), and the 
father’s apology to the ocean is interpreted as an expression of collective guilt and 
responsibility, revealing the implied message about human impact on the environment. The 
quotation “seahorse shimmering amongst the red kelp” is used to reinforce meaning rather 
than inserted without purpose. The response discusses how aspects of the text create 
personal engagement with reference and connection to the environmental issues in 
Rotorua. This strengthens the argument by thoughtfully paralleling the studied text’s 
concerns with real-world examples. 
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