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may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.
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M5 

The response has a consistent focus on Katherine Johnson as the key character. It has an 
explanation of how the character of Katherine Johnson in Hidden Figures creates an 
emotional response. An empathetic, emotional response is explained and supported with 
relevant evidence, such as the bathroom incident and Katherine’s relationship with her 
colleague Paul Stafford. The response discusses multiple aspects of the text (character, 
ideas about racism and gender discrimination) and there is also reference to the historical 
context of the Jim Crow era. It shows clear engagement with the film’s ideas and explains 
how these ideas create meaning and impact. To reach a more secure Merit, the response 
would need less repetition and more perception of how meaning is created. 
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