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Level 1 Geography 2025
91934 Demonstrate understanding of how natural 

processes shape an environment

Credits: Five

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Demonstrate understanding of 
how natural processes shape an 
environment.

Explain how natural processes shape 
an environment.

Examine how natural processes shape 
an environment.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

There are two sections in this booklet. Answer the question parts for ONE resource from 
Section One. Answer BOTH parts of Section Two.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–15 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

Do not write in the margins ( ). This area will be cut off when the booklet is marked.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.

SUPERVISOR’S USE ONLY

Draw a cross through the box ( )  
if you have NOT written in this booklet

+

No part of the candidate’s evidence in this exemplar material 
may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining an NZQA qualification or award.

TOTAL 05Merit



INSTRUCTIONS

There are two sections in this assessment. 

Section One
This section contains resources from three unfamiliar environments. Choose ONE of these 
resources and answer the corresponding question parts. 

Use EITHER
•	 Resource A (pages 4–5) OR
•	 Resource B (pages 6–7) OR
•	 Resource C (pages 8–9).

Section Two
Answer BOTH parts of this section (pages 10–11).

Note: a key to the topographic maps is provided on page 14. It is for reference only and it is not 
necessary to refer to it in order to complete the assessment. 
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Material from the following sources has been adapted for use in this assessment:

Resource A
Map: https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap?v=2&ll=-43.645268,170.130844&z=12
Images: https://southernlight.co.nz/category/environments/glaciers/ 
https://myfavouriteescapes.com/the-best-mt-cook-hikes/

Resource B
Map: https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap?v=2&ll=-38.416207,176.783066&z=12
Images: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Murupara-Galatea.jpg 
https://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/05/37/4a/e1/murupara-motor-camp.jpg

Resource C
Map: https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap?v=2&ll=-46.577979,168.775063&z=14
Images: https://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/1c/9f/5a/6f/photo2jpg.jpg 
https://www.davidwallphoto.com/detail/13259-Whitebaiters-Sheds,-Mataura-River-near-Mouth-at-Toetoes-Bay,-
Southland-_-aerial.html

Page 14
https://www.topomap.co.nz/Topo50Legend
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Merit 

Subject: Geography 

Standard: 91934 

Total score: 05 

Grade 
score 

Marker commentary 

M5 

Part A 
A range of phenomena and/or features appropriately labelled. Both longshore drift and 
fluvial processes are linked to two of the labelled features. A clear sequencing of both 
processes is evident. 

Part B 
A dissimilar environment to the one in Part A has been chosen, but this is acceptable for 
this assessment.  

The impacts of plate tectonics and glacial processes have been explained in terms of their 
influence on the location of transportation routes. However, the question refers to cultural 
features, and this candidate has discussed only one – roading. Further discussion on the 
impacts of natural processes on cultural features such as the economy would have been 
beneficial. 

The implications of a future earthquake (because of plate tectonics) on transportation and 
subsequent isolation issues are explained. 

Geographic terminology is used throughout. 

Case study evidence is used but not integrated. Specific references to the names of roads, 
place names, etc. would have helped to support the response in Part B. 
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