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Subject: Samoan 

Level: 1 

Standards: 90903, 90906 
 

Part A: Commentary  

Candidates need to be aware that to answer the questions they first need to thoroughly 
understand the texts presented. Reliable vocabulary knowledge is the key here.  

Candidates who answered the questions well, made clear statements, and used detail from 
the text to justify their answers, gained better grades.  Answers should be based on 
information from the text, rather than just prior knowledge and opinion. Quoting from the 
text, does not provide evidence of understanding. 
 

Part B: Report on standards 

90903:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of spoken Samoan texts on areas of 
most immediate relevance 

Examination 
This assessment included three listening texts and a range of questions that the candidates 
were required to respond to. The texts covered a range of contexts based on familiar 
information and experiences including shopping for food, a student’s speech, and receiving 
directions. Candidates could answer in English, Gagana Sāmoa, or Te Reo Māori. 
 
Each listening passage was presented once as a whole, and twice for each part of the 
passage. Candidates who used the digital option had more control of the audio files. They 
could start each file when they wished, rather than rely on the recording played by the 
exam-supervisor. 

Observations 
Candidates who showed evidence of good listening notes, generally performed better when 
answering the questions than those who did not. This is likely to be because they referred 
back to their listening notes. 

Grade awarding 
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly: 

• provided responses that showed they understood the general meaning of the text 
• selected relevant information from the texts but did not link them. 



 

Candidates who were awarded Not Achieved commonly: 
• provided little or no meaningful information from the texts in their responses 
• provided information from their own experience that did not relate to the text 
• wrote short answers or one-word answers and/or incomplete sentences. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 
• selected relevant information, ideas, and or opinions from the texts, and connected 

them  
• wrote fluid responses which demonstrated clear understanding the context of the 

texts. 
 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 
• expanded on relevant information, ideas, and or opinions, with supporting detail from 

the texts, to show understanding of the meaning or conclusions implied within the 
texts. 

AS90906: Demonstrate understanding of a variety of Samoan texts on areas of most 
immediate relevance 

Examination 
The assessment included three reading texts which candidates were required to respond 
to. The texts covered a range of familiar day-to-day contexts including joining a school club, 
a child’s wishes for their parents, and making Koko Samoa (Samoan hot cocoa). 

The assessment required candidates to demonstrate understanding of the written texts by 
selecting and linking relevant information from the texts to support their answers.  

Candidates could answer in English, Gagana Sāmoa, or Te Reo Māori. 

Observations 
Candidates who only quoted from the texts did not demonstrate their understanding. It is 
important that candidates attempt all parts of all questions, so they provide sufficient 
evidence of their knowledge.  

Grade awarding 
Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly: 

• provided answers which show an understanding of the general meaning (gist) of the 
reading texts 

• selected relevant information from various parts of the text, but often did not link the 
information together to support their answers. 

Candidates who were awarded Not Achieved commonly: 

• left questions or parts of questions unanswered 
• provided short answers or one-word answers and/or incomplete sentences 
• used their own experience that did not relate to the texts 
• used little relevant information from the texts 



 

• provided information from their own experience which was not relevant to the texts. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 
• provided answers which connected relevant detailed information from the texts to 

demonstrate clear understanding of the content. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 

• demonstrated comprehensive understanding of the content and implied meaning of 
the texts 

• provided supporting detail from the text to fully justify conclusions. 
 


