This assessment is based on a now-expired version of the achievement standard and may not
accurately reflect the content and practice of external assessments developed for 2026 onwards.
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Assessment Schedule — 2025

Dance: Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance in a dance sequence (91939)

Assessment Criteria

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance | Explain the elements of dance in a dance sequence Evaluate the elements of dance in a dance sequence

in a dance sequence involves: involves: involves:

¢ describing the dance elements in a dance sequence | ¢ explaining the effects of the dance elements in a ¢ discussing the impact of the dance elements in a
dance sequence dance sequence

o describing the purpose of a dance sequence. ¢ explaining the connections between the dance o reflecting on the use of the dance elements to
elements and the purpose of a dance sequence. communicate the purpose of a dance sequence.

Cut Scores
Not Achieved Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8




Notes:
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For Achievement grades, candidates are required to describe how the dance elements are seen within the sequence and identify the purpose of the dance.
For Merit grades, candidates are required to explain the effect of the dance elements seen within the sequence, and how this connects to the purpose of the dance.
For Excellence grades, candidates are required to discuss why the dance elements were used in this way to communicate the purpose of the dance sequence.

N1

N2

A3

A4

M5

M6

E7

E8

Limited evidence of
understanding.

Attempts to describe
the dance element(s),
or components of the

dance elements, seen

in the dance section(s).

Identifies or states the
purpose of the dance
sequence, with limited
evidence of
understanding.

Identifies and briefly
describes dance
element(s), or their
components, seen in
the dance sections.

For example:

The candidate briefly
describes a slow
movement and how the
speed of the movement
changes in a section
from the sequence.

Identifies and
describes the purpose
of the dance sequence.

AND/OR
Implies how the
element(s) may relate

to the purpose of
dance described.

Clearly describes
dance element(s), or
their components, seen
in the dance sections.

For example:

The candidate
describes the
directional facing of a
particular movement,
and further description
is provided with detail
of a change in body
base, giving examples
of the parts of the body
in contact with the
floor.

Identifies and
describes the purpose
of the dance sequence.

Suggests
connection(s)
between the dance
element(s) and the
effect or purpose of the
dance sequence.

Explains how dance
element(s) and their
components are seen,
and comments on their
effect.

For example:

The candidate
describes one dance
element in detail, such
as the use of energy,
an explosive
movement where the
arms go from wrapped
around the body to
extended in a V shape;
the candidate states
that this was then
repeated with a softer
energy quality and
comments on the
contrast in the energy
qualities.

Describes the purpose
of the dance sequence.
Makes connection(s)
between the dance
elements and the effect
or the purpose of the
dance sequence.

Explains, in detail,
how dance element(s)
and their components
are seen, and explains
their effect.

For example:

The candidate
describes a floor
pathway, in detail, such
as moving diagonally
across the stage, from
upstage left to
downstage right. The
candidate describes
how the levels of the
movement change as
they travel across the
pathway, and how the
change in size of
movement also
compliments this.

Explains connections
between the dance
elements and the effect
or the purpose of the
dance sequence.

Discusses how the
dance elements and
their components are
seen, and discusses
their impact.

For example:

The candidate
describes in detail a
unison and non-unison
movement, and
discusses the
importance of these
contrasting movements
being performed at the
same time by various
dancers.

Makes clear
connections,between
the dance elements
and how impactful they
are in communicating
the purpose of the
dance sequence.

Discusses and
insightfully considers
the impact of the dance
elements and their
components.

For example:

The candidate
describes in detail an
opening shape,
referring to the
elements of dance, and
introduces the idea that
the performers create
contrast through the
different shapes the
group makes, and
discusses how the
opening creates impact
and is integral to
communicating the
purpose of the dance.

Discussion is
supported by specific
examples and in-
depth detail to how
the use of the dance
elements reflects the
purpose of the dance
sequence.

NO = No response; no relevant evidence.
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Appendix: Authenticity of candidate work

To assess whether a candidate’s evidence is genuine, the marker uses their professional judgement, considering all the evidence provided. Where the marker believes
there is a possibility the work is inauthentic, they must raise a ‘malpractice exception’, flagging the issue for further review.

Evidence might be considered inauthentic if:

o large portions of the text are identical to other candidates’ work

¢ the evidence does not match the assessment prompt or task

¢ the response shows evidence of someone else’s input other than the candidate’ (e.g., teacher feedback)

¢ the style or voice of the writing is inconsistent with the rest of the candidate’s work

e complex pieces of evidence are copied from other sources but are presented as the candidate’s own work, or the evidence is deemed significantly unnatural.

Properly referenced, relevant, and integrated information is acceptable. Uncertainty about the authenticity of evidence should be resolved in favour of the candidate.
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