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National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) 
 

Level 4 

Credits 120 

 
This qualification has been reviewed. The last date to meet the requirements is 31 
December 2019. 
 

Transition Arrangements 
 
This qualification has been reviewed and replaced by New Zealand Certificate in Ngā Toi 
(Whakairo/Ngā Mahi ā te Whare Pora/Toi Ataata/Mau Rākau/Māori Performing Arts) 
(Level 4) [Ref: 2790]. 
 
The last date for entry to programmes leading to this qualification is 31 December 2017.   
The last date for assessment against the replaced qualification is 31 December 2019, at 
which time it will be discontinued. 
 
For detailed information see Review Summaries on the NZQA website. 
 

NZQF National Qualification Registration Information 
 

Process Version Date Last Date for Assessment 

Registration 1 August 1998 December 2012 

Review 2 January 2004 December 2012 

Review 3 October 2010 December 2019 

Review 4 August 2016 December 2019 

 

Standard Setting Body 
 
NZQA Māori Qualifications Services 
PO Box 160 
Wellington 6140 
 
Telephone 04 463 3000 
Free phone 0800 697 296 
Email mqs@nzqa.govt.nz 
Website www.nzqa.govt.nz 
 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/updates/summaries.do
mailto:mqs@nzqa.govt.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/
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National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) 
 

Level 4 

Credits 120 

 

Purpose 
 
This is the second in a suite of four whakairo qualifications.  The National Certificate in 
Whakairo (Tūturu) [Ref: 0521] is designed for people with no or some knowledge in 
whakairo and its designed to assist them to acquire the essential core practical knowledge 
and skills in whakairo. 
 
The compulsory section recognises the practical skills required for whakairo. 
Elective one recognises the use of te reo and tikanga Māori and, the concept of 
sustainable management in a whakairo context to complement the candidate’s practical 
knowledge and skills in whakairo. 
 
Elective two gives the candidates an overview of other optional pathways in whakairo.  
The options are many and vary so the candidate can relate their newly acquired skills in 
whakairo to other fields that may lead into a career or employment to extend or 
complement their knowledge and skills in whakairo. 
 
People awarded this qualification are able to demonstrate practical skills in conservation 
practices, manaaki manuhiri, carving material surfaces to create Māori art, and knowledge 
in design principles and pattern conventions used to generate whakairo designs. 
 
This qualification may build on the National Certificate in Whakairo (Te Ara Tauira) 
(Level 3) [Ref: 1590].  This qualification may lead on to the National Diploma in Whakairo 
(Level 5) [Ref: 0745], and the National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 6) [Ref: 0746]. 
 

Credit Range 
 Compulsory Elective 1 Elective 2 

Level 2 credits 8 - 0-13 

Level 3 credits 39 - 0-13 

Level 4 credits 40 20 0-13 

Minimum totals 87 20 13 
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Requirements for Award of Qualification 
 
Award of NZQF National Qualifications 
 
Credit gained for a standard may be used only once to meet the requirements of this qualification. 
 
Unit standards and achievement standards that are equivalent in outcome are mutually exclusive for the 
purpose of award.  The table of mutually exclusive standards is provided on the New Zealand Qualifications 
Authority (NZQA) website: http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/standards/standards-exclusion-
list/. 
 
Reviewed standards that continue to recognise the same overall outcome are registered as new versions 
and retain their identification number (ID).  Any version of a standard with the same ID may be used to meet 
qualification requirements that list the ID and/or that specify the past or current classification of the standard. 
 

Summary of Requirements 

 

 Compulsory standards 

 Elective 1 – A minimum of 20 credits as specified 

 Elective 2 – A minimum of 13 credits as specified 
 

Detailed Requirements 

 
Compulsory 
The following standards are required 
 
Māori > Whakairo > Mana Whakairo 

ID Title Level Credit 

2571 Appreciate mana whenua for a whakairo context 
through te reo 

3 10 

 
Māori > Whakairo > Toi Whakairo 

ID Title Level Credit 

2580 Explain design elements used to generate Māori art 
design 

2 4 

2581 Explain design principles used to generate two-
dimensional Māori design 

4 10 

2583 Explain pattern conventions used to generate whakairo 
design 

4 10 

2594 Employ drawing techniques to create Māori art 2 4 

2595 Employ paint techniques to create Māori art 3 6 

2596 Employ tukutuku techniques to create Māori art 3 8 

2597 Maintain quality of carving materials used to create 
Māori art 

3 10 

2598 Carve material surfaces to create Māori art 4 20 

 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/standards/standards-exclusion-list/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/standards/standards-exclusion-list/
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Māori > Whakairo > Whakaraupapa Whakairo 

ID Title Level Credit 

2575 Maintain occupational health and safety of the 
individual producing Māori art 

3 5 

 
Elective 1 
A minimum of 20 credits 
 
Māori > Whakairo > Mana Whakairo 

ID Title Level Credit 

2559 Observe tikanga and kawa practice to demonstrate 
cultural awareness in whakairo 

4 10 

2563 Explain mana whenua to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

4 6 

2572 Demonstrate formal welcome to manuhiri through te reo 4 10 

2574 Explain kupu whakairo 4 6 

 
Māori > Whakairo > Whakaraupapa Whakairo 

ID Title Level Credit 

2579 Observe conservation practices to conserve 
environmental resources used in whakairo 

4 6 

 
Elective 2 
A minimum of 13 credits at Level 2 or above 
 

Field Subfield Domain 

Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries 

Any Any 

Arts and Crafts Any Any 

Business Any Any 

Computing and Information 
Technology 

Any Any 

Core Generic Any Any 

Education Any Any 

Engineering and 
Technology 

Any Any 

Health Any Any 

Māori Any Any 
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Transition Arrangements 
 
Version 3 
 
Version 3 of this qualification was issued following the review of the whakairo standards in 
order to make changes to content and structure, to ensure it was fit for purpose and met 
sector requirements. 
 
Changes to structure and content 

 Purpose statement was updated. 

 Standards 2581, 2583, and 2598 were moved from the elective section to the 
compulsory section. 

 Standard 19466 was removed from the elective section. 

 The elective section was made Elective 1. 

 The Aho Tuatahi strand was made Elective 2. 

 The Aho Tuarua strand was removed. 

 Changes to standard titles were incorporated. 

 The credit value in the qualification was changed from 119 or 144-154 credits to 120 
credits. 

 
For detailed information see Review Summaries on the NZQA website. 
 
Candidates who are currently enrolled in version 2 of this qualification may either complete 
the requirements of that version or transfer their results to version 3.   
 
NZQA Māori Qualifications Services intends that no existing candidate is disadvantaged 
by the review of this qualification.  Any person who feels that they have been 
disadvantaged should contact MQS at the address below. 
 
Previous versions of the qualification 
 
Version 2 was issued in January 2004 following the review of the whakairo standards.  The 
opportunity was taken to increase the flexibility of the core qualification by including credit 
for standard 19466 which may be gained at secondary school. 
 

Certification 
 
This certificate will display the logos of NZQA and the organisation that has been granted 
consent to assess against standards that meet the requirements of the qualification 
(accredited). 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/updates/summaries.do
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Classification 

 
This qualification is classified according to the classification system listed on the Directory 
of Assessment Standards (DAS) and the New Zealand Standard Classification of 
Education (NZSCED) system as specified below. 
 

DAS Classification NZSCED 

Code Description Code Description 

5 Māori > Whakairo 100306 Creative Arts > Visual Arts and 
Crafts > Mana Whakairo (Maori 
Carving) 

 
Quality Management Systems 
Providers and Industry Training Organisations must be granted consent to assess by a recognised Quality 
Assurance Body before they can register credits from assessment against standards.  Accredited providers 
and Industry Training Organisations assessing against standards must engage with the moderation system 
that applies to those standards.  Accreditation requirements and the moderation system are outlined in the 
associated Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) for each standard. 
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Prerequisite Diagram 
 
National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) 
 
 

 
 


