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FIELD AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 
 
Review of Poultry Production unit standards 
 
Subfield Domain Id 

Poultry Hatchery 8863-8867 
Poultry Husbandry 8844-8862, 8873 

Poultry Production 

Poultry Management 8868-8872 
 
The Agriculture Industry Training Organisation has completed the review of the unit 
standards listed above that were registered in October 1996. 
 
Date new versions published December 2004 
 
New comments by date December 2008 
 
Expiry date of new versions of the unit standards December 2009 
 
Summary of review and consultation process 
 
The review was carried out to update the unit standards in line with current industry 
practices, update legislation.  The opportunity was also taken to amend the standards in 
accordance with current technical criteria.  The unit standards had reached their 
anticipated expiry date. 
 
Consultation was initially carried out through sector meetings with relevant stakeholders 
who were representative of the industry sectors (and domains) relating to poultry 
hatcheries, poultry production, and poultry management.  Sector meetings were followed 
up by wider industry consultation by mail, email and face-to-face meetings with relevant 
industry stakeholders.  Feedback from moderation, and training providers was also sought 
and taken into account. 
 
Changes to unit standards were incorporated and confirmed by conference call with key 
industry representatives.  Further follow up with individual industry people and training 
providers was carried out as required to clarify and confirm changes. 
 
The Agriculture Industry Training Organisation is now satisfied that the views of all 
stakeholders were taken into consideration in the new versions of unit standards.  
Feedback has confirmed that demand for these unit standards and the associated 
qualifications are justified, as the poultry industry continues to operate in a growing market, 
and demand for trained employees increases. 
 
Main changes resulting from the review 
 
• Welfare code titles were updated, and new welfare codes were added or deleted as 

relevant to each unit standard. 
• Legislation was updated where new legislation such as the Hazardous Substances and 

New Organisms Act 1996 and regulations have an impact on the unit standards. 
• The definitions for ‘in-house procedures’ or ‘hatchery procedures’ were updated and 

simplified. 
• ‘In-house policy’ was changed to ‘in-house procedures’ as procedures are 

acknowledged as being more relevant to people involved with work place operations. 
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• Titles of unit standards 8846, 8847, 8848, 8849, 8861, 8863 and 8866 were amended 
to reflect their outcomes. 

• Unit standard 8845 was expanded to reflect the activity of rearing, and the title was 
changed to match the content of the unit standard. 

• Credits for unit standards 8845, 8856, 8860, 8869, 8870, 8871, 8872 were amended to 
reflect the time taken to demonstrate competency for the unit standards. 

• Unit standards 8851, 8852, and 8873 were replaced by unit standard 21186, and unit 
standards 8853 and 8854 were replaced by unit standard 21187 to reflect the nature of 
the activity which occurs in the industry. 

• Unit standard 8867 was designated as expiring as it is considered a specialist activity, 
and is no longer carried out by people at operator level. 

• Unit standard 8868 was designated as expiring as the outcomes are covered by unit 
standard 8869. 

• Unit standard 8844 was designated as expiring as the outcomes are covered by unit 
standard 8845. 

 
Unit standards categorised as category C or D expire at the end of December 2009. 
 
Impact on existing provider accreditations 
 
None. 
 
Impact on Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) 
 
None. 
 
Impact on existing qualifications 
 
Qualifications that contain the reviewed standards or classifications are tabled below. 
 
Affected The qualification lists a reviewed classification (domain or subfield) in an elective set 

The qualification lists a standard that has changes to level or credits 
The qualification lists a C or D category standard 

Not materially affected The qualification lists a standard that has a new title 
The qualification lists a standard that has a new classification 

 
The following Agriculture Industry Training Organisation qualifications are affected by the 
outcome of this review.  Their review is currently underway. 
 
Unit standards in both categories are identified in the table below, with the items that 
generated the Affected status in bold. 
 
Qualification title Standards in the qualification 
National Certificate in Poultry Hatchery (Operations) [Ref: 0329] 8858, 8863 
National Certificate in Poultry Husbandry with strands in Breeding 
Operations, Table Egg Production and Poultry Meat Production 
[Ref: 0330] 

8844, 8845, 8846-8849, 8851-
8854, 8856-8858, 8860, 8861, 
8869, 8873 

 
No other Agriculture Industry Training Organisation qualifications, or other Standard 
Setting Body qualifications are materially affected by the changes. 
 

I:\Audit\ReviewSumTemp\revsumdec04-11.doc 
 6/01/2005 



Page 3 of 4 

Summary of main changes to standards’ Ids, classification, titles, levels, and credits 
 
The following summary shows the changes made to the standards as a result of the 
review.  All changes are in bold. 
 
Key to review category  
A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a new version 

number 
B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a 

new version number 
C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new Id 
D Standard will expire and not be replaced 
 
Domain Poultry Hatchery 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
8863 Store eggs – hatchery 

Store eggs in a hatchery 
3 5 B 

8864 Carry out setter operations 3 8 B 
8865 Carry out hatcher operations 3 8 B 
8866 Process day old poultry chicks 

Process day-old poultry chicks 
3 10 B 

8867 Carry out vent sexing of poultry chicks 4 20 D 
 
Domain Poultry Husbandry 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
8844 Care for chicks during brooding 3 20 D 
8845 Care for birds during rearing 

Care for poultry environment, performance, and 
health during rearing 

3 12 
30 

B 

8846 Care for poultry layer flock-cage system 
Care for poultry layer flock in a cage system 

3 15 B 

8847 Care for poultry layer flock-floor system 
Care for poultry layer flock in a floor system 

3 15 B 

8848 Care for poultry layer flock-free range system 
Care for poultry layer flock in a free range 
system 

3 15 B 

8849 Turn round poultry shed between batches 
Turn round a poultry facility between batches 

3 10 B 

8850 Carry out artificial insemination of poultry 3 5 B 
8851 
and 
8852 
and 
8873 
21186 

Carry out poultry table egg collection 
 
Grade poultry table eggs on-farm 
 
Store poultry table eggs 
Collect, grade, and store poultry table eggs 

3 
 
3 
 
3 
3 

6 
 
8 
 
2 
10 

C 
 
C 
 
C 
 

8853 
and 
8854 
21187 

Carry out egg collection and grading-breeding unit 
 
Store eggs – breeding unit 
Collect, grade, and store poultry breeder eggs 

3 
 
3 
3 

6 
 
4 
8 

C 
 
C 

8855 Carry out pulping of poultry table eggs 3 4 B 
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Id Title Level Credit Review 
Category

8856 Carry out poultry health status sampling 3 2 
3 

B 

8857 
21188 

Prepare poultry feed by milling and mixing 
Carry out milling and mixing of poultry feed 

3 12 
5 

C 
 

8858 
21189 
and 
21190 

Demonstrate knowledge of the poultry industry 
Demonstrate knowledge of the poultry industry 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of the implications of 
compliance in the poultry industry 

3 
3 
 
4 

15 
2 
 
10 

C 

8859 Demonstrate knowledge of poultry anatomy and 
reproduction 

3 10 B 

8860 Demonstrate knowledge of poultry nutrition 3 12 
10 

B 

8861 Demonstrate knowledge of the environmental 
requirements for poultry 
Demonstrate knowledge of the environmental 
requirements and systems for poultry 

3 10 B 

8862 Demonstrate knowledge of poultry health and 
diseases 

3 10 B 

 
Domain Poultry Management 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
8868 Manage poultry brooding operations 4 35 D 
8869 Manage poultry rearing operations 4 25 

32 
B 

8870 Manage poultry layer unit operations 4 30 
32 

B 

8871 Manage hatchery operations 4 30 
32 

B 

8872 Manage health and safety in a poultry unit 
workplace 

4 6 
8 

B 
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