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FIELD COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
Review of Fire and Rescue Services – Structural and Industrial qualifications 
 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 2) 
[Ref: 0537] 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 3) 
[Ref: 0538] 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 4) 
[Ref: 0613] 
 
The Fire and Rescue Services Industry Training Organisation has completed the review of 
the qualifications listed above that were registered in October 1998 and April 1999. 
 
New qualification titles 
 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Urban Fire and Rescue Operations) 
(Level 2) 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Urban Fire and Rescue Operations) 
(Level 3) 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Urban Fire and Rescue Operations) 
(Level 4) 
 
Date new versions published December 2004 
 
Summary of review and consultation process 
 
The above qualifications were reviewed to reflect the changes made necessary by the 
review of the unit standards in the Fire and Rescue Services subfield over the period 
2001–2003. 
 
Feedback received from assessors, moderators, and major stakeholders indicated that the 
qualifications had unnecessarily high credit levels, and that the unit standard makeup of 
the qualifications no longer met the requirements of training programmes being developed 
for today’s firefighters and officers. 
 
A series of Expert Panel meetings involving input from personnel representing the Urban 
Fire Fighting industry were held over the period January–July 2004 in order to ensure that 
current training methods and terminology would be reflected in the reviewed qualifications. 
 
The reviewed qualifications are progressive in steps from level 2 to level 4 in their 
construction, whereas the previous versions carried over unit standards from the lower 
level to the next higher-level qualification.  A new diploma qualification was also 
developed: National Diploma in Fire and Rescue Services (Urban Fire and Rescue 
Operations) (Level 5) [Ref: 1134]. 
 
NZ Fire Service (NZFS), principal users of the Urban Fire and Rescue Services 
qualifications, have confirmed that the reviewed qualifications will meet the training 
outcomes of the newly-introduced Training and Progression System, now compulsory for 
all NZFS paid and volunteer recruits. 
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Main changes resulting from the review 
 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 2) 
[Ref: 0537] 
 
Changes to structure and content 
• the title has been changed 
• the credit total of the qualification has been reduced from 56 to 45 
• expiring unit standards 3282 and 3306 have been replaced by unit standard 20393 
• unit standards 3270, 3275, 3310, 6400, and 6401 have been removed from the 

qualification 
• unit standard 4573 has been added to the qualification 
• the elective credit requirement has increased from 10 to 16. 
 
Transition 
 
This qualification contains unit standards that replace earlier unit standards.  For the 
purposes of this qualification, people who have gained credit for the expiring unit 
standards are exempt from the requirement to gain credit for the replacement unit 
standards. 
 
Expiring Standards Replacement Standards 
3282 and 3306 20393 
3308 and 4358 10614 and 10616 

 
National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 3) 
[Ref: 0538] 
 
Changes to structure and content 
• the title has been changed 
• the credit total of the qualification has been reduced from 101 to 63 
• expiring unit standards 3268 and 10620 have been replaced by unit standard 20386 
• expiring unit standards 3282 and 3306 have been replaced by unit standard 20392 
• unit standards 497, 3271, 3272, 3278, 3283, 3285, 3310, 4647, 6402, 10612, 10614, 

10616 and 14560 have been removed from the qualification 
• unit standards 3312, 16943, 20394 and 20395 have been added to the qualification 
• the elective section has been expanded and the credit requirement has decreased 

from 37 to 20. 
 
Transition 
 
This qualification contains unit standards that replace earlier unit standards.  For the 
purposes of this qualification, people who have gained credit for the expiring unit 
standards are exempt from the requirement to gain credit for the replacement unit 
standards. 
 

Expiring Standards Replacement Standards 
3268 and 10620 20386 
3282 and 3306 20392 
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National Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services (Structural and Industrial) (Level 4) 
[Ref: 0613] 
 
Changes to structure and content 
• the title has been changed 
• the credit total of the qualification has been reduced from 105 to 70 
• number of elective groups have been reduced from three to two 
• the elective section has been changed to meet industry requirements. 
 
General Transition 
 
• The last date for entry to training programmes for the replaced version: December 

2004 
• The last date for award of the replaced version: December 2006 
 
For the purposes of these qualifications, credit awarded in the following domains will be 
accepted as meeting the qualification requirements. 
 
Credits for standards in Count towards qualification 

requirements where the following is 
specified 

Community and Social Services>Fire 
Fighting>Fire Fighting – Airport 

Community and Social Services>Fire and 
Rescue Services>Fire and Rescue Services 
– Airport 

Community and Social Services>Fire 
Fighting>Fire Fighting – Structural and 
Industrial 

Community and Social Services>Fire and 
Rescue Services>Fire and Rescue Services 
– Structural and Industrial 

Community and Social Services>Fire 
Fighting>Fire Fighting – Vegetation 

Community and Social Services>Fire and 
Rescue Services>Fire and Rescue Services 
– Vegetation 

Community and Social Services>Fire 
Fighting>Fire Fighting Skills 

Community and Social Services>Fire and 
Rescue Services>Fire and Rescue Services 
– Generic Fire Fighting 

Community and Social Services>Fire 
Fighting>Fire Fighting – Emergency Service 
Skills 

Community and Social Services>Specialist 
Rescue>Urban Search and Rescue – 
Operations 

 
The Fire and Rescue Services Industry Training Organisation should be contacted for any 
information and/or appeals: 
 
Telephone 04 801 9469 
Facsimile 04 801 9476 
Email info@frsito.org.nz 
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