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FIELD AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 
 
Review of Horticulture unit standards 
 
Subfield Domain Id 
Horticulture Floriculture 1801 
 Fruit Production 821 
 Nursery Production 813-815, 817, 818, 820, 822, 835, 1785, 1798, 

1800, 12402-12405 
 Production Horticulture 819 
 Vegetable Production 1799 
 
The New Zealand Horticulture Industry Training Organisation (NZHITO) has completed the 
review of the unit standards listed above that were registered in November 1997. 
 
Date new versions published February 2004 
 
New comments by date December 2008 
 
Expiry date of new versions of the unit standards December 2009 
 
Summary of review and consultation process 
 
The Advisory Group for the Nursery Production sector of the horticulture industry, in 
conjunction with Providers and other stakeholders, reviewed all unit standards in the 
Nursery Production domain.  The review considered feedback received from employers 
and assessors; the currency of the unit standards and their suitability for existing and 
proposed qualifications; and the technical accuracy and appropriateness of their content. 
 
Main changes resulting from the review 
 
The review process resulted in the following changes to the unit standards. 
 
Review of the existing 17 nursery production unit standards. 
• This included updating special notes to include relevant legislation and licensing 

requirements; revising elements, performance criteria and range statements to ensure 
they were technically correct and up to date; and increasing credit values to more 
accurately reflect the time taken for delivery, learning and assessment. 

 
Development of five new unit standards 20567-20571 
• Where gaps in skills and/or knowledge in the existing Nursery Production unit 

standards have been identified. 
 
Development of one new plant identification unit standard 20574 
• The unit standard replaced sector specific unit standards in the Floriculture, Fruit 

Production, Nursery Production, and Vegetable Production domains. 
 
Development of new unit standard 20572 
• Unit standard 20572 was registered in the Nursery Production domain.  It was a 

replacement for unit standard 819 in the Production Horticulture domain. 
 
Unit standards categorised as category C expire at the end of December 2006. 
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Impact on existing provider accreditations 
 
Current Accreditation for Accreditation extended to 
Nature of accreditation Classification or 

Id 
Level Nature of accreditation Classification or 

Id 
Level 

2 Standards 20555, 20563, 
20565 

3 Subfield Horticulture 

3 Standard 20562 4 
Domain Floriculture 2 Standard 20574 2 
Standard 1801 3 Standard 20574 2 
Domain Fruit Production 2 Standard 20574 2 
Standard 821 2 Standard 20574 2 

Standard 20555 3 
Standard 20563 3 

2 

Standard 20565 3 

Domain Nursery 
Production 

3 Standard 20562 4 
Standard 813 2 Standard 20555 3 
Standard 814 2 Standard 20556 2 
Standard 815 4 Standard 20557 4 
Standard 817 4 Standard 20558 4 
Standard 818 4 Standard 20559 3 
Standard 820 3 Standard 20560 3 
Standard 822 4 Standard 20561 3 
Standard 1798 2 Standard 20563 3 
Standard 1800 2 Standard 20574 2 
Standard 12405 4 Standard 20566 4 
Domain Production 

Horticulture 
4 Standard 20572 4 

Standard 819 4 Standard 20572 4 
Domain Vegetable 

Production 
2 Standard 20574 2 

Standard 1799 2 Standard 20574 2 
 
Impact on existing qualifications 
 
The following NZHITO qualifications are affected by the outcome of this review and will be 
reviewed to take account of the changes in 2004/2005. 
Qualification Title Classification or 

Id 
National Certificate in Horticulture (Forest Nursery Production) [Ref: 0425] 
version 4 

814, 1798, 1800, 
1803 

National Certificate in Horticulture (Plant and Garden Supply Retailing) 
[Ref: 0085] version 5 

1799, 1801, 1821, 
800, 1803 
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The following NZHITO qualifications are not materially affected by the changes.  
Qualification Title Classification or 

Id 
National Certificate in Horticulture (Introductory) (Level 2) [Ref: 1013] Horticulture 
National Certificate in Horticulture (Level 4) with optional strands in Amenity 
Horticulture, Floristry, Fruit Production, Landscape, Nursery Production, Organic 
Horticulture, and Viticulture [Ref: 1014] 

Horticulture 

National Certificate in Horticulture (Advanced) (Level 4) with strands in Amenity 
Horticulture, Floristry, Fruit Production, Landscape, Nursery Production, Organic 
Horticulture, and Viticulture [Ref: 1015] 

Horticulture 

 
The following qualification was also affected by the outcome of this review.  The standard 
setting body was advised that it required revision. 
Qualification Title Classification or 

Id 
SSB Name 

National Certificate in Youth Development 
Programmes (Conservation Corps and Youth 
Service Corps) [Ref: 0907] 

Elective 3 Public Sector Training 
Organisation 

 
Summary of main changes to standards’ Ids, classification, titles, levels, and credits 
 
The following summary shows the changes made to the standards as a result of the 
review.  All changes are in bold. 
 
Key to review category  
A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a new version 

number 
B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a 

new version number 
C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new Id 
D Standard will expire and not be replaced 

 
Subfield Horticulture 
Domain Nursery Production 

Id Title Level Credit Review 
category 

813 
20555 

Prepare plant containers and mix media constituents 
Prepare and use soil-less growing media 

2 
3 

3 
5 

C 

814 
and 

12404 
20556 

Demonstrate elementary plant propagation 
Demonstrate knowledge of plant tissue culture 
 
Demonstrate knowledge of plant propagation 

2 
2 
 

4 
4 
 

10 

C 
C 

815 
20557 

Propagate plants from seed 
 

4 
 

4 
10 

C 

817 
20558 

Propagate plants by cuttings 
 

4 
 

4 
10 

C 

818 
20559 

Propagate plants by division 
Propagate herbaceous plants by division 

4 
3 

4 
10 

C 

820 
20560 

Grow plants in containers 
 

3 
 

3 
10 

C 

822 
20561 

Grow plants in the open ground 
Grow plants in the field 

4 
3 

5 
10 

C 

835 
20562 

Prune and train a nursery crop 
Prune and train nursery plants 

3 
4 

4 
5 

C 
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Id Title Level Credit Review 
category 

1785 
20573 

Grade nursery produce to pre-determined criteria 
Grade nursery produce 

3 
 

3 
5 

C 

1798 
20563 

Demonstrate knowledge of nursery production 
Demonstrate knowledge of nursery production 
systems 

2 
3 

4 
5 

C 

12402 
 

20564 

Select and apply post harvest treatments and store 
nursery produce 
Carry out post harvest care of nursery produce 

4 
 
 

4 
 

5 

C 

12403 
20565 

Pack and despatch pre-graded nursery products 
Pack and dispatch pre-graded nursery products 

2 
3 

4 
5 

C 

12405 
20566 

Propagate plants by using tissue culture 
Propagate plants using tissue culture 

4 
 

6 
10 

C 

20567 Produce a nursery crop 4 20 NEW 
20568 Operate and maintain a specialised item of 

nursery machinery 
4 5 NEW 

20569 Control the nursery growing environment 4 5 NEW 
20570 Demonstrate knowledge of nursery growing 

media 
2 5 NEW 

20571 Care for nursery crops 2 10 NEW 
 
Domain Production Horticulture 

id Title Level Credit Review 
category 

819 
20572 

Bud and graft young plants 
 

4 
 

5 
10 C 

 
Domain Horticulture 

id Domain Title Level Credit Review 
category 

821, 
and 

Fruit production Identify plants - fruit production 2 4 C 

1799, 
and, 

Vegetable 
Production 

Identify plants - vegetable 
production 

2 3 C 

1800, 
and 

Nursery 
production 

Identify plants - nursery 
production 

2 3 C 

1801 Floriculture Identify plants - floriculture 3 6 C 
20574 Nursery 

production 
Identify plants 2 5  

 


