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FIELD SERVICE SECTOR 
 
Review of Specialist Driving Knowledge and Skills unit standards 
 
Subfield Domain Id 
Driving Specialist Driving Knowledge and Skills 17976, 17977, 17978, 18473, 

18474 
 
The New Zealand Road Transport and Logistics Industry Training Organisation (NZRT&L 
ITO) has completed the review of the unit standards listed above that were registered 
between May and July 2001. 
 
Date new versions published May 2004 
 
New comments by date May 2008 
 
Expiry date of new versions of the unit standards December 2009 
 
Summary of review and consultation process 
 
Since the unit standards were registered, there have been changes to relevant legislation 
and to the training and assessment environment. 
 
A review process commenced in August 2003.  A panel of experts was formed.  The panel 
included representatives from the Land Transport Safety Authority, Private Training 
Establishments, Driving Schools, users, and assessors registered with the New Zealand 
Road Transport and Logistics Industry Training Organisation.  A final panel meeting was 
held to endorse the changes and make recommendations.   
 
The review identified: 
• the need to combine two unit standards, 
• the need to create a new unit standard on developing and executing a plan for vehicle 

extraction, and 
• the opportunity to standardise content. 
 
Main changes resulting from the review 
 
The review process resulted in the following changes to the unit standards. 
• The titles of unit standards 17976 and 17977 were amended, as was the level and/or 

credits of these unit standards. 
• Unit standards 18474 and 18473 were replaced by new unit standard 20848, which 

combines most of the outcomes of both. 
• Elements were re-worded to express requirements. 
• New unit standard 20620, Develop and execute a plan for a four wheel drive (4WD) 

vehicle extraction, was developed. 
• Content of the unit standards was standardised. 
• There have been changes to prerequisites. 
 
Unit standards categorised as category C or D expire at the end of December 2005.   
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Impact on existing provider accreditations 
 
Current Accreditation for Accreditation extended to 
Nature of 
accreditation 

Classification or Id Level Nature of 
accreditation 

Classification or Id Level 

Subfield Driving 3 Standard 17977 4 
Domain Specialist Driving 

Knowledge and Skills 
3    

 
Impact on Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) 
 
AMAP 0092 has been updated to reflect the changes made to the standards. 
 
Impact on existing qualifications 
 
The following New Zealand Road Transport and Logistics Industry Training Organisation 
(NZRT&L ITO) qualification is affected by the outcome of this review and will be revised/ to 
take account of the changes. 
 
Qualification Title Classification or Id 
National Certificate in Driving (Light Motor Vehicle) with an 
optional strand in Four Wheel Drive (4WD) Vehicle Driver 
[Ref: 0796] 

17977, 17978, 18473, 18474 

 
The following qualifications are also affected by the outcome of this review.  The standard 
setting bodies (SSBs) have been advised that the qualifications require revision. 
 
Qualification Title Classification or Id SSB Name 
National Certificate in Forest Health Surveillance 
[Ref: 0909] 

17976, 17977, 
17978 

Forest Industries 
Training Forest  

National Certificate in Electricity Supply (Line 
Mechanic-Transmission) (Level 3) [Ref: 0871] 

17976, 17977, 
17978 

Electricity Supply ITO 

National Certificate in Electricity Supply (Line 
Mechanic-Distribution) (Level 3) [Ref: 0873] 

17976, 17977, 
17978 

Electricity Supply ITO 

National Certificate in Electricity Supply 
(Vegetation Control) (Level 4) [Ref: 0858] 

17976, 17977, 
17978 

Electricity Supply ITO 

National Certificate in Gas Network Operations 
(Operations and Maintenance) (Level 4) [Ref: 
1023] 

17976 Gas and 
Petrochemical ITO 

National Certificate in Petrochemical Industry 
(Gas Transmission) (Level 3) [Ref: 0978] 

17976 Gas and 
Petrochemical ITO 

 
Summary of main changes to standards’ Ids, classification, titles, levels, and credits 
 
The following summary shows the changes made to the standards as a result of the 
review.  All changes are in bold. 
 
Key to review category  
A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a new version 

number 
B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the replacement standard carries the same Id and a 

new version number 
C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new Id 
D Standard will expire and not be replaced 
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Subfield Driving  
Domain Specialist Driving Knowledge and Skills  
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category 
17976 Demonstrate knowledge of operating a four wheel 

drive (4WD) vehicle 
Demonstrate knowledge of operating a light 
four wheel drive (4WD) vehicle in a off-road 
environment 

3 3 
 
4 

B 

17977 Demonstrate knowledge of planning requirements 
for extended off-road four wheel drive (4WD) 
driving 
Develop a plan for off-road light four wheel 
drive (4WD) driving 

3 
 
 
4 

2 
 
 
5 

B 

17978 Operate a light four wheel drive (4WD) vehicle in 
an off-road environment 

3 4 B 

18473 
and 
18474 
 
20848 

Demonstrate knowledge of driving a light four 
wheel drive (4WD) vehicle on a road 
Drive a light four wheel drive (4WD) vehicle on a 
road  
Demonstrate knowledge and skills of driving a 
light four wheel drive (4WD) vehicle on-road 

2 
 
3 
 
3 
 

3 
 
3 
 
4 

C 

20620 Develop and execute a plan for a four wheel 
drive (4WD) vehicle extraction  

4 5 New 

 


