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FIELD  AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 
 
Revision and rollover of Agrichemical Supply unit standards 21543-21547 
 
Subfield Domain Id 
Agriculture Agrichemical Supply 21543-21547 
 
The Agriculture ITO has revised and rolled over the unit standards listed above. 
 
Date new versions published August 2008 
 
Planned review date December 2010 
 
Reason for the revision 
 
Following the moderation process the above unit standards were found to be more 
consistent with the level 3 descriptor than the currently allocated level 4. 
 
Upon checking the unit standards it was clear that they had been incorrectly levelled at 
Level 4 for the following reasons: 
 
• The unit standards were written at the time to ensure employees had enough 

knowledge to become an Approved Handler which requires operation at Level 4.  
However, when the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO) was 
issued they required proof of competence at Level 3. 

• The ITO incorrectly chose to pitch at the highest level of employee responsibility, when 
in reality they operate at multiple levels, predominantly at Level 3. 

 
Main changes resulting from the revision 
 
The main and only change resulting from this revision is the change of level, from 4 to 3, 
for all the above unit standards. 
 
Impact on existing provider accreditations 
 
None. 
 
Impact on Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) 
 
None. 
 
Impact on existing qualifications 
 
The National Certificate in Aerial Agrichemical Application will change from Level 4 to 
Level 3 due to the change of level in unit standard 21544.  The SSB sees no issue with re-
levelling this qualification as it is not currently delivered and will not impact on existing 
trainees.  The SSB has also consulted with the New Zealand Aviation Association who has 
endorsed this change. 
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Qualifications that contain the revised standards or classifications are tabled below. 
 
Affected The qualification lists a revised classification (domain or subfield) in an elective set 

The qualification lists a standard that has changes to level or credits 
Not materially affected The qualification lists a standard that has a new title 

The qualification lists a standard that has a new classification 
 
The following Agriculture ITO qualifications are affected by the changes and will be revised 
in 2008 following registration of the unit standards. 
 
Qualification title Classification or standard in the 

qualification 
National Certificate in Agrichemical Supply (Level 3) with strands in 
Animal Health Products and Plant Protection Products [Ref: 0325] 

21543, 21544, 21545, 21546, 
21547 

National Certificate in Aerial Agrichemical Application (Level 4) 
[Ref: 1194] 

21544 

 
Summary of main changes 
 
All changes are in bold. 
 
Subfield Agriculture 
Domain Agrichemical Supply 
Id Title Level Credit 
21543 Demonstrate knowledge of safety and first aid in relation to 

agrichemical supply 
4 
3 

5 

21544 Demonstrate knowledge of the environmental aspects of 
agrichemical use 

4 
3 

6 

21545 Demonstrate knowledge of emergency response 
procedures for agrichemicals in storage 

4 
3 

6 

21546 Describe the transportation requirements of agrichemicals 
for supply 

4 
3 

6 

21547 Describe the storage and disposal requirements of 
agrichemicals for supply 

4 
3 

6 
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