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FIELD MĀORI 
 
Review of Whakairo unit standards 
 
Subfield Domain Id 
Whakairo Mana Whakairo 2559-2574 
 Toi Whakairo 2580-2600 
 Whakaraupapa Whakairo 2575-2577, 2579 
 
Māori Qualifications Services (MQS) of NZQA has completed the review of the unit 
standards listed above. 
 
Date new versions published December 2008 
 
Planned Review Date December 2013 
 
Summary of review and consultation process 
 
The review process for the standards in the Whakairo Subfield began late in 2005.  A 
working panel consisting of representatives from accredited organisations including Private 
Training Establishments (PTE), Wananga, Secondary Education and Whakaruruhau met 
to review the standards.  The Whakairo unit standards were also reviewed by the 
Whakaruruhau at a hui in August 2008, as a continuing part of the MQS review cycle.  The 
unit standards have been used by a number of providers in the tertiary sector. 
 
Standards in the domain Te Ara Tauira Whakairo were not included in this review as they 
are under further development. 
 
Main changes resulting from the review 
 
• Range statements in some unit standards were amended to make the assessment load 

less onerous and increase flexibility of assessment and delivery. 
• A special note was included in all the standards in the domain Mana Whakairo to clarify 

the connection of tikanga concepts and practices with whakairo. 
• A special note regarding assessment by a fluent speaker of te reo, was added to some 

unit standards in the domain Mana Whakairo. 
• Amendments were made to purpose statements to reflect elements. 
• Some titles were changed to better reflect content and/or take account of changes to 

performance criteria and elements. 
• Throughout the unit standards tikanga/kawa now reads tikanga and kawa. 
• Throughout the unit standards hapū and/or iwi now reads hapū or iwi. 
• Unit standards 2570 and 2577 were designated expiring. 
• Macrons were added to unit standards. 
 
Unit standards categorised as category D expire at the end of December 2009. 
 
Impact on existing provider accreditations 
 
None. 
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Impact on Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) 
 
None. 
 
Impact on existing qualifications 
 
Qualifications that contain the reviewed standards or classifications are tabled below. 
 
Affected The qualification lists a reviewed classification (domain or subfield) in an elective set 

The qualification lists a standard that has changes to level or credits 
The qualification lists a C or D category standard 

Not materially affected The qualification lists a standard that has a new title 
The qualification lists a standard that has a new classification 

 
The following Māori Qualifications Services qualification is affected by the outcome of this 
review and will be reviewed once the review of the unit standards is complete. 
 
Qualification title Standard in the qualification 
National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 6) [Ref: 0746] 2577 
 
The following Māori Qualifications Services qualifications are not materially affected by the 
outcome of this review.  They will be updated when they are next reviewed. 
 
Qualification title Standard in the qualification 
National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) [Ref: 0521] 2559 
National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 5) [Ref: 0745] 2560, 2584 
 
Summary of main changes to standards’ Ids, classification, titles, levels, and credits 
 
All changes are in bold. 
 
Key to review category  
A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the new version of the standard carries the same Id and a new 

version number 
B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the new version of the standard carries the same Id 

and a new version number 
C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new Id 
D Standard will expire and not be replaced 
 
Subfield Whakairo 
Domain Mana Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
2559 Observe tikanga/kawa practice to demonstrate 

cultural awareness in whakairo 
Observe tikanga and kawa practice to 
demonstrate cultural awareness in whakairo 

4 10 B 

2560 Practise tikanga a iwi to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 
Apply tikanga-a-iwi to enhance whakairo 
practice 

5 10 B 

2561 Explain taha wairua to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

6 15 B 

2562 Observe Māori cultural values to demonstrate 
cultural awareness in whakairo 

7 15 B 
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Id Title Level Credit Review 
Category

2563 Explain mana whenua to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

4 6 B 

2564 Explain whakapapa whakairo to demonstrate 
cultural awareness 

5 6 B 

2565 Explain aho tangata to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

6 14 B 

2566 Explain kaupapa aoteatea to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

6 10 B 

2567 Explain the concept of tāonga to demonstrate 
cultural awareness in whakairo 

6 6 B 

2568 Explain symbolic representation to demonstrate 
cultural awareness in whakairo 

6 14 B 

2569 Explain objects as symbols to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

7 14 B 

2570 Explain the function of Māori art to demonstrate 
cultural awareness 

8 14 D 

2571 Appreciate mana whenua through te reo 3 10 B 
2572 Demonstrate formal welcome to manuhiri through 

te reo 
4 10 B 

2573 Demonstrate whaikōrero ki ngā manuhiri me ngā 
tangata whenua through te reo 

5 10 B 

2574 Explain kupu whakairo 4 6 B 
 
Domain Toi Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
2580 Explain design elements used to generate Māori 

design 
Explain design elements used to generate 
Māori art design 

2 4 B 

2581 Explain design principles used to generate two-
dimensional Māori design 

4 10 B 

2582 Explain design principles to generate three-
dimensional design 

5 12 B 

2583 Explain pattern conventions used to generate 
whakairo design 

4 10 B 

2584 Define Māori art images to generate Māori design 
Define Māori art images to generate whakairo 
design 

5 6 B 

2585 Define Māori art forms to generate Māori design 5 20 B 
2586 Define architectural form to generate Māori design 6 20 B 
2587 Implement process decisions to generate Māori 

design 
5 8 B 

2588 Implement art decisions to generate Māori design 6 5 B 
2589 Implement management considerations to 

generate Māori design 
6 5 B 

2590 Implement cultural considerations to generate 
Māori design 

6 5 B 
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Id Title Level Credit Review 
Category

2591 Implement architectural considerations to generate 
Māori design 
Resolve architectural space and consider 
implementing whakairo components to 
generate Māori design 

7 10 B 

2592 Employ design elements and principles to generate 
Māori design 
Consider and employ design elements and 
principles to generate Māori design 

6 20 B 

2593 Conceive design ideas to generate Māori art 7 20 B 
2594 Employ drawing techniques to create Māori art 2 4 B 
2595 Employ paint techniques to create Māori art 3 6 B 
2596 Employ tukutuku techniques to create Māori art 3 8 B 
2597 Maintain quality of carving materials used to create 

Māori art 
3 10 B 

2598 Carve material surfaces to create Māori art 4 20 B 
2599 Carve relief form to create Māori art 5 40 B 
2600 Sculpt form in the round to create Māori art 6 60 B 
 
Domain Whakaraupapa Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit Review 

Category
2575 Maintain occupational health and safety of the 

individual producing Māori art 
3 5 B 

2576 Manage material to produce Māori art 5 5 B 
2577 Develop project plan to produce Māori Art 6 10 D 
2579 Observe conservation practices to conserve 

environmental resources used in whakairo 
4 6 B 
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