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Field Service Sector 
 
Review of Beauty Therapy unit standards 
 

Subfield Domain ID 

Beauty Services Beauty Therapy 516-521, 523, 1096, 10390, 19595-
19598, 19600, 19602, 19603 

 
NZ Hair and Beauty Industry Training Organisation Inc (HITO) has completed the review of the unit 
standards listed above. 
 
Date new versions published May 2018 
 
Planned review date December 2023 
 
Summary 
 
As part of the development of new qualifications and programmes for the beauty industry, HITO’s 
Beauty Advisory Group reviewed the standards listed above. 
 
The review of these standards has resulted in new and replacement standards with updated 
outcomes and performance criteria that reflect current industry practice, and align the required 
skills and knowledge with the graduate profile outcomes in the New Zealand Diploma in Beauty 
Therapy (Level 5) [Ref: 3445]. 
 
Main changes 
 

• Entry information, guidance information, outcomes, performance criteria and range statements 
were updated for standard 19598 to ensure a fit with current industry practice. 

• Six standards were replaced by five new standards. 

• Nine standards were designated expiring without replacement as they no longer fit with industry 
needs. 

• Seven new standards were developed to reflect current industry practice and required skills and 
knowledge. 

• A last date for assessment of superseded versions of Category B standards was determined.  
Results will not be accepted where the assessment date is after the last date for assessment of 
the superseded version of the standard. 

 
Category C and D unit standards will expire at the end of December 2020 
 
The last date for assessment of superseded versions of Category B unit standard is 
December 2019 
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Impact on existing organisations with consent to assess 
 

Current consent for Consent extended to 

Nature of 
consent  

Classification or ID Level Nature of consent Classification or ID Level 

Subfield Beauty Services 4 Standard 31171 5 

Domain Beauty Therapy 4 Standard 31171 5 

Standard 516 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 517 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 518 5 Standard 31168 5 

Standard 519 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 520 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 521 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 523 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 1096 5 Standard 31166 5 

Standard 19595 5 Standard 31165 5 

Standard 19596 5 Standard 31169 5 

Standard 19597 5 Standard 31163 5 

Standard 19600 5 Standard 31165 5 

Standard 19602 5 Standard 31170 5 

Standard 19603 5 Standard 31166 5 

 
Detailed list of unit standards – classification, title, level, and credits 
 
All changes are in bold. The details of recommended alternative unit standards are in Italics. 
 

Key to review category 

A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the new version of the standard carries 
the same ID and a new version number 

B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the new version of the standard 
carries the same ID and a new version number 

C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new ID 

D Standard will expire and not be replaced 

 
Service Sector > Beauty Services > Beauty Therapy 

ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

516 
 
517 
 
519 
520 
 
521 
523 
 
1096 
 
19603 
 
31166 

Explain the human cardiovascular system for beauty 
services 
Explain the human respiratory system for beauty 
services 
Explain the human urinary system for beauty services 
Explain the human endocrine system for beauty 
services 
Explain the human nervous system for beauty services 
Explain the human reproductive system for beauty 
services 
Explain the anatomy of the human lymphatic system for 
beauty services 
Explain the human musculoskeletal system for beauty 
services 
Demonstrate knowledge of body systems, and 
related conditions that may impact on the delivery 
of beauty therapy services 

5 
 
5 
 
5 
5 
 
5 
5 
 
5 
 
5 
 
5 

4 
 
2 
 
2 
4 
 
4 
2 
 
2 
 
6 
 
7 

D 
 
D 
 
D 
D 
 
D 
D 
 
D 
 
D 
 
New 
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ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

518 
31168 

Explain the human digestive system for beauty services 
Demonstrate knowledge of the digestive system, 
and nutrition for facial therapy and body therapy 
beauty services 

5 
5 

2 
5 

D 
New 

10390 
 
31171 

Demonstrate knowledge of the electrical currents and 
physics principles used for beauty services 
Demonstrate knowledge of properties of cosmetics, 
oils, and electricity and physics relating to beauty 
therapy services 

4 
 
5 

6 
 
8 

C 

19595 
 
19600 
 
31165 

Perform skin analysis as an independent beauty 
services operator 
Perform figure analysis as an independent beauty 
services operator 
Undertake client consultation and analysis, and 
develop service plans for advanced beauty therapy 
services 

5 
 
5 
 
5 

4 
 
4 
 
10 

C 
 
C 

19596 
 
31169 

Perform electrical facial beauty services as an 
independent operator 
Demonstrate knowledge of and perform advanced 
facial therapy services 

5 
 
5 

5 
 
15 

C 

19597 
 
31163 

Explain hair, skin, and the application of electrical 
currents for electrolysis treatments 
Demonstrate knowledge of hair, hair growth, and 
the application of electrical currents for electrical 
epilation services 

5 
 
5 

4 
 
5 

C 

19598 Perform electrical epilations as an independent beauty 
services operator  
Perform electrical epilation services 

5 25 
 
15 

B 

19602 
 
31170 

Perform heat and electrical body services as an 
independent beauty services operator 
Demonstrate knowledge of and perform body 
therapy services 

5 
 
5 

20 
 
10 

C 

31164 Demonstrate knowledge of identification and 
management of hair and skin conditions for 
advanced beauty therapy services  

5 5 New 

31167 Demonstrate knowledge of and perform full body 
massage for beauty therapy 

5 10 New 

31172 Demonstrate knowledge of skin biology for 
advanced beauty therapy services 

5 5 New 

31173 Explain the safe management of electrical services 
and equipment in a beauty salon 

5 5 New 

31174 Select and recommend retail products for advanced 
beauty therapy services 

4 2 New 

 


