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Field Māori 
 
Review of Taonga Puoro unit standards 
 

Subfield Domain ID 

Taonga Puoro Ngā Kōrero o Neherā 30236, 30237, 30240, 30241, 
30244, 31119, 31120 

Te Whakatangi 30239, 30243, 30246, 31121, 
31122 

Te Whakatīnanatanga 30238, 30242, 30245, 30247, 
31117, 31118 

 
Maori Qualification Services (MQS) has completed the review of the unit standards listed above. 
 
Date new versions published February 2022 
 
Planned review date December 2026 
 
Summary 
 
In line with their planned review cycle, these unit standards were reviewed by MQS and 
Whakaruruhau to ensure they remain fit for purpose, relevant, and that their outcomes are 
achievable and consistent with assessment practices. 
 

Main changes 
 

• The tohutō (macron) is not required in the kupu puoro therefore, the titles (and relevant content) 
of all standards were corrected to reflect this. 

• Credit value for standard 30240 was increased from 7 to 8 to reflect the addition of the 
performance criteria. 

• Title changes were made to standards 30244, 31119, 30239, 30246, 3112 and 31122 for clarity, 
currency and relevance to Taonga Puoro (i ēnei rā).   

• Guidance information was updated to include relevant legislation and quantifiers where 
appropriate. 

• Some range statements were amended to provide clarity as to the types and amount of 
evidence required or removed where deemed unnecessary. 

• Minor edits made to some performance criteria for consistency. 

• Unit standard 31118 was reclassified from Te Whakatīnanatanga to Te Whakatangi. 
 
The last date for assessment of superseded versions of Category B unit standards is 
December 2023 
 
Detailed list of unit standards – classification, title, level, and credits 
 
All changes are in bold. 
 

Key to review category 

A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the new version of the standard carries the 
same ID and a new version number 

B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the new version of the standard 
carries the same ID and a new version number 

C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement standard with a new ID 

D Standard will expire and not be replaced 
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Māori > Taonga Puoro > Ngā Kōrero o Neherā 

ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

30236 Demonstrate knowledge of taonga pūoro in relation to 
the Māori origin of sound and ngā atua Māori 
Demonstrate knowledge of taonga puoro in relation 
to the Māori origin of sound and ngā atua Māori 

1 6 B 

30237 Describe a taonga pūoro artist or practitioner 
Describe a taonga puoro artist or practitioner 

1 3 B 

30240 Demonstrate knowledge of whānau taonga pūoro 
Demonstrate knowledge of whānau taonga puoro 

2 6 B 

30241 Demonstrate knowledge of the traditional use of taonga 
pūoro in accordance with tikanga 
Demonstrate knowledge of the traditional use of 
taonga puoro in accordance with tikanga 

2 5 B 

30244 Demonstrate knowledge of influencing factors in the 
historical demise, renaissance, and revival of taonga 
pūoro  
Demonstrate knowledge of factors that led to the 
historical demise, renaissance, and revival of 
taonga puoro 

3 6 B 

31119 Research and compare the works of taonga pūoro 
artists or practitioners with own taonga pūoro 
Research and compare the works of taonga puoro 
artists or practitioners to inspire your own practice 

3 6 B 

31120 Demonstrate knowledge of traditional kōrero associated 
with taonga pūoro 
Demonstrate knowledge of traditional kōrero 
associated with taonga puoro 

3 4 B 

 
Māori > Taonga Puoro > Te Whakatangi 

ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

30239 Identify, express and play sounds inspired by te taiao 
using uncrafted taonga pūoro sourced from the natural 
environment 
Identify, express and play reo puoro inspired by te 
taiao using uncrafted taonga puoro from the natural 
environment 

1 3 B 

30243 Describe the relationship between te taiao and taonga 
pūoro, and incorporate into performance using simple 
taonga pūoro 
Describe the relationship between te taiao and 
taonga pūoro, and incorporate into performance 
using simple taonga puoro 

2 4 B 

30246 Whakatangi Taonga pūoro 
Whakatangi taonga puoro 

3 4 B 

31121 Whakatangi (perform) taonga pūoro in traditional and 
contemporary contexts 
Whakatangi taonga puoro in traditional and 
contemporary contexts 

3 10 B 

31122 Compose and perform a simple waiata featuring taonga 
pūoro 
Compose and perform a waiata featuring taonga 
puoro 

3 5 B 
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Māori > Taonga Puoro > Te Whakatīnanatanga 

ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

30238 Collect natural materials to create uncrafted taonga 
pūoro 
Collect natural materials to create uncrafted taonga 
puoro 

1 3 B 

30242 Construct simple taonga pūoro 
Construct simple taonga puoro 

2 7 
8 

B 

30245 Construct and refine taonga pūoro 
Construct and refine taonga puoro 

3 12 B 

30247 Construct, refine, and embellish taonga pūoro 
Construct, refine, and embellish taonga puoro  

4 12 B 

31117 Develop a project brief to construct taonga pūoro 
Develop a project brief to construct taonga puoro  

3 5 B 

31118 Develop a project brief to compose and perform taonga 
pūoro 
Develop a project brief to compose and perform 
taonga puoro  

3 5 B 

 
Māori > Taonga Puoro > Te Whakatīnanatanga 
Māori > Taonga Puoro > Te Whakatangi 

ID Title Level Credit Review 
Category 

31118 Develop a project brief to compose and perform taonga 
pūoro 
Develop a project brief to compose and perform 
taonga puoro 

3 5 B 

 
 


