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Title Describe historical events of a hapū or iwi 

Level 2 Credits 4 

 

Purpose People credited with this unit standard are able to: describe the 
settlement of Aotearoa by a hapū or iwi; describe the 
interaction and relationships with other groups; and describe 
key events which gave rise to hallmarks of hapū or iwi. 

 

Classification Tikanga > Tikanga Concepts 

 

Available grade Achieved 

 

Guidance Information 
 
1 Tikanga 

Tikanga are values, principles, processes, and practices exercised by Māori in their 
daily lives.  These reflect the concepts upon which they are based and provide 
guidelines for appropriate behaviour and conduct in Māori society.  They also 
prescribe consequences for any breaches or when tikanga is not followed.  They can 
be particular to rohe, hapori, marae, whānau, hapū and/or iwi. 

 
2 The basic principles underpinning tikanga are common, but while there are some 

constants, the details of performance of tikanga, and their explanation, may differ.  
These differences may be at a rohe, hapori, marae, whānau, hapū, iwi level.  The 
context of the learning should include the tikanga of the local mana whenua (if 
capable) but learning others’ tikanga is also encouraged.  This is in order to enrich 
and enhance understanding, knowledge and practice of tikanga, and the associated 
reo. 

 
3 Definitions 

Taumau refers to the unifying of two groups through marriage.  
Tatau pounamu refers to unifying of two groups through gifting e.g. Te Turi-o-Kahu 
and Kūhā Tārewa.    

 
4 The resource support listed is given as a guide only and is not intended to be in any 

way prescriptive.  It is acknowledged that different areas may have their own written 
and unwritten repositories of knowledge relevant to this unit standard. 
Resource support may include, but is not limited to: 
Appropriate websites. 
Buck, P. (1982). The Coming of the Māori.  Christchurch: Whitcoulls Ltd. 
Kelly, L. (1980). Tainui.  Christchurch: Capper Press. 
Stafford, D.M. (1967). Te Arawa: A History of the Arawa People.  Auckland: Reed 
Books. 
Waitangi Tribunal reports.  Wellington: Waitangi Tribunal.  
https://waitangitribunal.govt.nz/publications-and-resources/waitangi-tribunal-reports/.  

https://waitangitribunal.govt.nz/publications-and-resources/waitangi-tribunal-reports/
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5 Certain events are recounted as turning points or critical events in the history and 
development of a hapū or iwi, and often characterise the hapū or iwi.  For example, 
key battles, events associated with the taking of land, births, and deaths of rangatira.  
These events are often immortalised in whakataukī, whakatauākī, pepeha, mōteatea, 
whakairo, and other modes of expression. 

 
6 It is envisaged that the requirements for this unit standard be met by describing the 

same hapū or iwi throughout. 
 
7 All sources of information must be referenced. 
 

Outcomes and performance criteria 
 
Outcome 1 
 
Describe the settlement of Aotearoa by a hapū or iwi. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
1.1 The migration to Aotearoa is described in accordance with hapū or iwi version 

of events. 
 
1.2 The settlement in Aotearoa is described in accordance with hapū or iwi version 

of events. 
 
1.3 Key people and events associated with hapū or iwi are identified. 
 
1.4 The history of hapū or iwi is described through whakapapa. 
 
Outcome 2 
 
Describe the interaction and relationships with other groups. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
2.1 Relationships between hapū, iwi and other groups are identified. 
 

Range evidence of three relationships is required. 
 
2.2 Events and/or interactions are described in terms of how they affected the 

relationship between hapū, iwi and other groups. 
 
Outcome 3 
 
Describe key events which gave rise to hallmarks of hapū or iwi. 
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Performance criteria 
 
3.1 Key events are described in terms of their association with hapū or iwi. 
 

Range key events may include but are not limited to – settlement, 
pakanga, parekura, poukai taumau, tatau pounamu; 

 evidence of two is required. 
 
3.2 Hallmarks of hapū or iwi are described in terms of the key events. 
 

Range hallmarks may include but are not limited to – waiata (traditional 
and contemporary), haka, mōteatea, whakataukī, whakatauākī, 
pepeha; 

 evidence of two hallmarks is required. 
 

 

Planned review date 31 December 2027 

 
Status information and last date for assessment for superseded versions 

Process Version Date Last Date for Assessment 

Registration 1 29 June 1999 31 December 2015 

Review 2 19 December 2003 31 December 2015 

Rollover and 
Revision 

3 12 December 2013 31 December 2019 

Review 4 15 September 2016 31 December 2019 

Revision 5 28 September 2017 31 December 2019 

Review 6 25 January 2018 31 December 2024  

Review 7 27 October 2022 N/A 

 

Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference 0226 

This CMR can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do. 
 

Comments on this unit standard 
 
Please contact the NZQA Māori Qualifications Services mqs@nzqa.govt.nz if you wish to 
suggest changes to the content of this unit standard. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do
mailto:mqs@nzqa.govt.nz

