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Title Fingerwave hair 

Level 3 Credits 5 

 

Purpose This unit standard is for people in the hairdressing industry who 
wish to develop skills in fingerwaving hair using a variety of 
techniques. 
 
People credited with this unit standard are able to: describe 
elements of wave patterns; fingerwave hair using moulding 
techniques; dry and dress hair; and complete follow up actions. 

 

Classification Beauty Services > Hairdressing 

 

Available grade Achieved 

 

Guidance Information 
 
1 Definitions 
 Legislative requirements refer to the obligations of the employer and/or employee 

under the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 and Health (Hairdressers) Regulations 
1980. 

 Workplace requirements mean the practices prescribed by management as being the 
quality standards for client contact and work organisation for a particular salon. 

 
2 In this unit standard all work must comply with legislative requirements and must 

ensure optimum hair condition and maximum client comfort at all times. 
 
3 Troughs of waves must be no larger than the candidate’s two finger widths. 
 
4 Prepared hair includes analysis of hair including growth patterns. 
 

Outcomes and performance criteria 
 
Outcome 1 
 
Describe elements of wave patterns. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
1.1 Elements of wave patterns are described. 
 

Range crest, trough, circle. 
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1.2 Parts of a fingerwave are identified. 
 

Range open end, closed end. 
 
Outcome 2 
 
Fingerwave hair using moulding techniques. 
 
Range evidence is required for vertical, diagonal, and horizontal fingerwaves. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
2.1 Direction of hair growth is analysed to establish the appropriate fingerwave 

pattern and either a vertical, horizontal or diagonal fingerwave direction is 
chosen to match hair growth pattern. 

 
2.2 The client is protected against water and/or product spillage. 
 
2.3 Prepared hair is able to be fingerwaved from roots to ends. 
 

Range includes breaking hydrogen bonds. 
 
2.4 Assembled tools match fingerwaving requirements. 
 

Range tail comb, cutting comb, pincurl clips. 
 
2.5 Manipulated hair flows in a fingerwave movement. 
 
2.6 Full head of fingerwaves is finished with two rows of pincurls that follow 

fingerwave pattern. 
 
2.7 Placement of fingerwaves and pincurls is completed within forty minutes. 
 

Range the completion of evidence requirements 2.5 and 2.6 is included 
within the forty minute timeframe. 

 
Outcome 3 
 
Dry and dress hair. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
3.1 Hair is prepared for drying in a manner which ensures maximum client 

protection and comfort. 
 
3.2 Hair is dried in a manner which causes no damage to hair and ensures that the 

client’s safety and comfort is maintained. 
 
3.3 Styling aids are removed from hair ensuring maximum hair protection and client 

comfort. 
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3.4 Hair is dressed to confirm that the intended fingerwave result has been 
achieved. 

 
 Range hair to be brushed from roots to tips prior to dressing. 
 
Outcome 4 
 
Complete follow up actions. 
 
Performance criteria 
 
4.1 Homecare advice provided is consistent with client’s hair type and completed 

service. 
 

Range product type, hair maintenance. 
 
4.2 Tools and equipment are sanitised in accordance with workplace requirements. 
 
4.3 The work area is cleaned and tidied in accordance with workplace 

requirements. 
 

Range work area – shampoo area, styling station. 
 

 

Replacement information 
This unit standard, unit standard 2871, unit standard 2880, 
and unit standard 25076 have been replaced by unit 
standard 33203 and unit standard 33204. 
 
This unit standard, unit standard 25076, and unit standard 
25077 replaced unit standard 2872. 

 
This unit standard is expiring.  Assessment against the standard must take place by 
the last date for assessment set out below. 
 
Status information and last date for assessment for superseded versions 

Process Version Date Last Date for Assessment 

Registration 1 22 August 2008 31 December 2019 

Review 2 21 July 2016 31 December 2026 

Review 3 29 June 2023 31 December 2026 

 

Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference 0020 

This CMR can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do

